d3anvasia
19 LS
94S 3H1

“Japinwi Aay}

— ,8Wuo 0} puodsal, 0} spooyloqybiau Jno

OjuI pako|dep sl HYS 8y} usym suaddey jeym s|
SIY "eonsnl peAiedal JeAsU AjiLUe) SIY pUe ||9SSeA

‘unb e Joj adid [eaW S|8SSEA Y00ISIW ASy)

puUe ‘HYS 8y} Jo Yed aiem a|gisuodsal SIsdlyo
By} JO 8WOg 'SIyBIsH UMOI) Ul [[oSSep paayes
paisspinw s1900 AJAN ‘8102 7 I4dY UO

STIDI ©dS 3aHL

TAKE ACTION: HELP US
DISBAND THE SRG

Join us in demanding the SRG to be disbanded and
its millions in funds be reinvested into communities
and programs that keep New Yorkers safe.

City Council has finally scheduled an oversight
hearing on the unit for January 23, 2023 at 10am.

Sign up to testify there: nyclu.org/srg-hearing.

Join the campaign to disband the SRG:
bit.ly/nyclusrg

Listen to the SRG Soundwalk, a series of sound
pieces featuring testimony and footage of the
SRG's violence at protests: bit.ly/disband-srg.

Find out if the SRG is coming to your
neighborhood: bit.ly/SRGDashboard.

Plug into local community groups:

IG: @chcarecollective | Twitter: @chcarecollectiv
IG + Twitter: @nycdsarjwg

|G: @nycforabortionrights | Twitter: @nycforabortion
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THE STRATEGIG
RESPONSE GROUP

THE NYPD'S MOST VIOLENT UNIT —
AND WHY IT MUST BE ABOLISHED

a zine by Crown Heights C.A R.E. Collective,
NYC-DSA Racial Justice Working Group,
and NYC for Abortion Rights

photo by Sean Waltrous | @seanwaltrous:
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WHAT IS THE STRATEGIC
RESPONSE GROUP?

Also known as “the goon squad” or “hats &
bats”, the Strategic Response Group (SRG)
is the NYPD's rapid reaction force. They are
most often seen conducting ‘crowd control’ at
protests, parades, and public gatherings.

The SRGiis a voluntary unit. It attracts aggressive
officers who are then trained to use violent
tactics like mass arrests, kettling, and Long-Range
Acoustic Devices (LRADs). Many SRG officers
have long misconduct records.

With little transparency
about the size, scope, and
funding of the SRG, this
unit functions as a rogue
entity. This militarized unit
has no place in protests, or
in our communities.

LATEST SRG
KNOWN BUDGET:
SO0 MILLION

Publicly available information on the SRG is scarce
and often outdated. The numbers in this zine would be

more relevant if they accounted for the many protests of

2020-2023, at which the SRG had a heavy presence.
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EARLY HISTORY
OF THE SRG

+ January 2015: Under the NYPD’s then
Commissioner Bill Bratton, the SRGis
established as a 350-person, $13M unit.
Itis supposed to focus on “counterterror”
The same year, the SRG's budget balloons
to an estimated $90M+ and doubles in size.

+ January 2015: Activists speak out
against the unit, concerned about its role
in policing protests.

+ January 30th, 2015: The NYPD's then
Chief of Department announces that the
unit would “not be involved in handling
protests and demonstrations.” Instead,
he claims the unit would solely focus on
counterterror work.

+ April 2015: Despite this promise, the SRG
is deployed to a protest for Freddie Gray,
where its officers brutalize protesters.

+ 2016: The SRG'’s bike squad is created,
with an estimated 275 officers.



